
HOW LONG, O’LORD?! 
 

 Why is injustice allowed to flourish? Where are You, LORD, in the midst of this chaos? These are 

not modern questions; they are ancient cries belonging to a prophet named Habakkuk. 

 

 Habakkuk lived in a season of moral collapse and national instability. Much like our own day, 

violence filled the streets, and corruption plagued the leadership, resulting in distorted justice. The 

righteous felt overwhelmed by lawlessness, and what he witnessed grieved him deeply.  

 

 The prophet did what many believers hesitate to do—he brought his agitation directly before 

Yahweh, the covenant God of Israel. He cried out repeatedly until his anguish formed a piercing question: 

“How long shall I cry for help, and You will not hear?” 

 

 It seemed as though his pleas were falling on deaf ears. He looked around at unchecked injustice 

and felt the weight of heaven’s silence. His questions were not whispered in passing; they were repeated 

in anguish. He wrestled with the tension between what he believed about Yahweh’s justice and what he 

saw unfolding before his eyes. 

 

 Then, Yahweh answered, and the answer was unexpected. Instead of immediate relief, Habakkuk 

received revelation. Instead of comfort, he received a declaration of coming judgment. Yahweh revealed 

that He would raise a nation even more ruthless than Judah to accomplish His purposes. The prophet who 

had prayed for justice now faced a response that shook him to his core. 

 

His faith was tested. 

 

 Habakkuk dared to question God’s method. He wrestled with how a holy and righteous God could 

use a corrupt nation as an instrument of discipline. The tension between divine sovereignty and human 

understanding pressed heavily upon him. Yet in that place of testing—between question and clarity—

Habakkuk discovered something transformative. 

 

He learned to wait and learned to remember. Ultimately, he learned to rejoice. 

 

 The book of Habakkuk is not merely a historical record; it is a living testimony of what happens 

when God’s answers challenge our expectations. It reveals that faith is not strengthened in the absence of 

tension, but in the midst of it. It shows us that divine responses may stretch us before they steady us. 

 

 This book invites you to walk beside Habakkuk—not simply to observe his struggle, but to 

examine your own. When God’s response unsettles you or when His timing perplexes you, when His plan 

does not align with your hopes, will your faith collapse, or will it deepen? 

 



Unexpected answers do not signal divine absence.  

Often, they are invitations to greater trust. 

 

 As nations tremble and societies strain under pressure, Habakkuk’s journey reminds us that 

Yahweh remains sovereign, faithful, and just because His Word has not weakened with time, nor have 

His purposes faltered. However, when our faith is tested, we must remember He is not distant; instead, He 

is refining. 

 

 Yet before we can understand the power of Yahweh’s answer, we must first sit in the weight of 

the question that gave rise to it. Habakkuk’s story does not begin with confidence or clarity—it begins 

with anguish. It begins with a prophet who dared to voice what many only whisper. To grasp the strength 

of his faith, we must first listen carefully to his cry, a cry that is one humanity has echoed across 

generations: 

“Why me, Lord?” 


